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Do you have a question
or need a resource? Are
you looking for tips on
making your IEP more ef-
fective and your IEP
meeting run smoother?
Then visit our new bulle-
tin board at www.
handsandvoices.org,.

Our new online support is
now available for parents
of children who are deaf/
hard of hearing. Thisis a
place where parents can
connect and network with
other parents of d/hh
children. Parents and
professionals alike are
welcome to post ques-
tions and share answers
on this site.

It can also be reached
directly by going to www.
handsandvoices.org/hv/
phpbb2/

H&V IS COLLECTING STORIES!

Hands & Voices invites
you to share your family’s
journey of raising chil-
dren who are deaf/hard
of hearing. We are look-
ing for a variety of stories
from parents of children
who experienced new-
born hearing screening to
parents of grown chil-
dren. Stories may appear
in our newspaper, The
Communicator, or on or
website. It will also be
considered for inclusion
in a book we’d like to
publish that celebrates
our diversely communi-
cating community. Tell us
your feelings, share an
amusing encounter, and
reveal something unique
about your family. Tell us
about your child/children
siblings and/or the whole
family, the decisions you
made and what you
learned on the way.

Stories must be provided
electronically in Word or
WordPerfect. Photos can
be included and must be
in .jpg format. Include
your name, address,
email address, and
phone number. If your
story is selected for our
publication, we will send
you a release form to sign
and return to us. This will

give us permission to
publish your submission.
Please put “Hands &
Voices Story Submission’
in the subject line. We
look forward to “reading”
from you!

Send all story submis-
sions to Karen Putz at:
Parentsofdeafhoh@aol.
com

COME JOIN DISTANT PALS

Wisconsin Families for
Hands & Voices and the
Wisconsin Educational Ser-
vices Program for the Deaf
and Hard of Hearing en-
courage you to sign up
your deaf or hard of hear-
ing child for the Distant
Pals Program.

“What Works for Your Child is What Makes the Choice Right”

Distant Pals is a pen-pal
program for children (ages
6 - 18) who are deaf or
hard of hearing. Many chil-
dren who are deaf or hard
of hearing throughout Wis-
consin sometimes feel iso-
lated and question where
they fit in. The goal of this
program is to connect chil-

dren who are deaf and
hard of hearing throughout
the state and provide them
with peer relationships and
healthy role models.

For more information on
Distant Pals please see the
attached flyer.



WI Families for Hands & Voices

PO Box 9644

Green Bay, Wi 54308

Phone: 920-437-7370

Email: handsandvoiceswi@yahoo.com

We are on the web!

www.handsandvoices.org

Board Members

Molly Martzke
President

Laurie Nelson
Vice President

Connie Breaker
Treasurer

Carolyn Bossert
Secretary

Marcy Dicker

Elizabeth Seeliger

The Good Things

What drives you? Fear of the
unknown.? Dismal deaf edu-
cation statistics? Conflict aris-
ing from advocating for edu-
cational services? The unem-
ployment and underemploy-
ment of individuals who are
deaf or hard of hearing?
Hearing parents trying to
cope with the lack of informa-
tion about having a child who
is born to them with a hearing
loss?

As parents, professionals,
and advocates who are
united in our efforts to im-
prove the lives of children
who are deaf and hard of
hearing, there are many chal-
lenges that we must face. It is
important for us to stand to-
gether to battle the discrimi-
nation our children face in
society and the inappropriate
services sometimes offered
to our children in educational
and health systems.

The overwhelming task of cre-
ating systems in this country
that will appropriately meet
the needs of our children can
sometimes lead to despair in
the effort. At the Hands &
Voices offices, every day par-
ents call and email from all
over the country (even the
world!) seeking support for
sometimes the most basic
rights to communication for
their deaf/hard of hearing
children. Advocates become
jaded from having 'heard it
all', yet still horrified at the
slow progress we seem to be
making.

One parent, when discussing
endurance needed in advo-
cacy, said this: "But I am
afraid to look at my feelings
now; afraid that | will discover

By Janet DesGeorges

that the emotions that have
propelled me in the past will
be gone and something
worse will have taken their
place: weariness. Can | last
as long as it will take?” —
Changed by a Child, pg. 248,
Doubleday, 1970.

So where does one find the
strength, energy, passion
and commitment to 'endure'?
It is celebrating “The Good
Things”: the one administra-
tor in a state who pushes the
system to reform; the
teacher of the deaf who
stands in the face of political
pressure to advocate for a
student; the legacy of "Deaf
President Now" that to this
day has impacted the rights
of deaf/hh individuals; it is
the parent who works for
years, unpaid, giving up time
in her own business in order
to give her time to others; it
is the health professional
that throws screening equip-
ment in his trunk and drives
all over the state so that ba-
bies may be screened; it is
the scientist working in a lab
to create better technology; it
is the attorney that explores
the legal concepts in our con-
stitution to further the cause.
| will stop and take the time
today, to recognize and
honor those who will step up
to the plate and say,
"ENOUGH, we CAN do bet-
ter". It creates hope and a
belief that things will improve
for our children.

Yet another aspect of "The
Good Things" is often shared
between parents, truly lived
and understood by deaf and
hard of hearing individuals,
and often missed by the pro-
fessionals that serve us. For

many hearing parents, it is
the unexpected joy in the
journey that arises from
having the title, "Parent of
a child who is Deaf or Hard
of Hearing:" Our lives are
improved by having the
privilege of seeing outside
the box of the 'typical’ life.
Our children change us,
create character in us that
we need, help us to see
people as human beings
first and foremost, help us
to understand the diversity
of humanity. Many of us
have learned another lan-
guage, or at the very least,
how to communicate in
different ways.

Finally, "The Good Things"
include the enlargement of
our lives because of the
people and communities
that are brought together
due to this experience.
From the very collective
experience of "Deaf culture
and community" to the
rooms across the nation
where parents gather to
increase knowledge and
awareness, we are always
aware of the fact that this
experience has opened our
world to meeting lots of
wonderful people.

So, can we last as long as
it will take to better the
lives of our children? If you
haven't already, step up to
the plate and do your part
in changing the systems
that serve our children.
We need you! Celebrate
"The Good Things" today.
Believe in the future for
the next generation of deaf
and hard of hearing kids.
Change is coming, and it
will be good.



