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WISCONSIN FAMILIES FOR HANDS & VOICES 
ADVOCATE PARENT/PROFESSIONAL LEADERS 

“For you, for them, for those to come…”
BACKGROUND: This is a program of the Wisconsin Families for Hands & Voices organization administered by and in collaboration with the WI FACETS’ Parent Training and Information Center.  The objectives of the Wisconsin Families for Hands & Voices Advocate Parent/Professional Leaders Program supports the 5-year grant objectives aimed at increasing the network of knowledgeable, effective parent leaders serving in their communities.  

ADVOCATE PARENT/PROFESSIONAL LEADER REPORTS TO: WI Families for Hands & Voices APPLe Coordinator who in turn coordinates with the FACETS Center Coordinator  
REQUIREMENTS TO BE AN ADVOCATE PARENT/PROFESSIONAL LEADER:

• Strong desire to support parents of children who are deaf or hard of hearing who may or may not have additional  disabilities.

• Ability to effectively communicate and collaborate with respect, appropriate behavior and intent on 

   positive partnership-building with schools and community.
• Ability to maintain confidentiality.

• Application and interview completed and approved by APPLe Coordinator and FACETS Center Coordinator.

• Initial and annual recommendation by the APPLe Coordinator and FACETS Center Coordinator.

• Results from initial and annual police background check conducted by FACETS are satisfactory.

• Completion of the FACETS Orientation Training (One day)
• Completion of Annual FACETS Training (One day), including Unauthorized Practice of Law training.
• Completion of Annual Competency Evaluation of Deafness specific advocacy
DESIRED COMPETENCIES:
1. Advocate Parent/Professional Leaders (APPLe) use effective communication techniques (verbal and non-verbal) to provide leadership and foster positive relationships with parents, educators and agencies to build community capacity to support pupil learning and well-being for children who are deaf or hard of hearing who may or may not have additional disabilities.
2. APPLe understands and provides information to parents and others about the special education process, including federal/state laws, FAPE, assessments, procedural safeguards, the IEP process, and other related topics. 

3.   APPLe understands and provides information to parents and others about early conflict resolution mediation and other forms of dispute resolution and empowers parents and others with a partnership-building and creative problem-solving approach. 

4.   APPLe connects with families, schools, community agencies and regional resources to collaborate and build partnerships to support effective transitions for students who are deaf or hard of hearing who may or may not have additional disabilities, including understanding and providing information to parents and others about transitions from Birth to 3 to Early Childhood, from elementary to middle & high school, high school to community. 

5. APPLe understands and provides information to parents and others about resources related the education of children who are deaf or hard of hearing who may or may not have additional disabilities.
6.   APPLe shares information with parents, families and others about the WI Families for Hands & Voices organization and WI FACETS services.

7.   APPLe is sensitive to cultural differences of families and educators and seeks out information on how to relate effectively to diverse groups.

8.   APPLe possesses an understanding of group facilitation skills and demonstrates these skills to address the needs of those requesting support.

9.   APPLe provides individual assistance to enable parents to be more effective, knowledgeable members of their child’s IFSP/IEP team and in program improvement activities.

10.  APPLe represents the parent perspective on advisory boards and local/state policy-making groups and participates in school reform efforts, demonstrating knowledge of special education issues (as, school, finance, charter/choice schools, state improvement plan). 

11.   APPLe does outreach and demonstrates presentation skills (training), especially in rural and culturally diverse communities using nontraditional methods.

12.  APPLe seeks to understand how children learn who have broad ranges of ability, including the use of technology, sign language, and other communication choices and supports parents/teachers as they share in the instruction of all children.
13.  APPLe informs APPLe Coordinator and FACETS Center Coordinator any and all services provided as a Advocate Parent/Professional Leader and the results of those efforts on students, families and professionals in the learning community.  (Outcome data from APPLe Reports, Surveys, Client Logs, Activity/Event reports is reported to OSEP to support continued activities.) 
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